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Since my last letter, of a few weeks ago, I 
have had an opportunity of seeing a num- 
ber of cases of kakke or beriberi. The Jap- 
anese man of war Rinjio left Tokio, De- 
cember 19, 1882, with a complement of 
three hundred and seventy-two officers and 
men; from thence to New Zealand; after a 
short stay there, proceeded to Central 
America, touching at Valparaiso on May 5, 
1883; thence to Callao, to these islands, 
reaching here July 3d. While at Valparaiso 
the surgeon, an accomplished young Jap- 
anese, Dr. Yamamoto, discovered a case of 
beriberi; this was quickly succeeded by an- 
other, until sixty of the crew were on the 
sick-list. The day following their arrival 
here twenty-eight cases were admitted into 
the Queen’s Hospital in Honolulu; on the 
5th three more, on the 6th five more. In 
two days there were eight deaths, five more 
having occurred on ship-board, making thir- 
teen out of sixty, nearly twenty-five per cent. 
Upon examination they were found suf- 
fering with pain resembling cramp in the 
posterior tibial muscles, edema of extremi- 
ties, great dyspnea, quick and rapid pulse, 
high colored and scanty urine; bowels con- 
stipated. 

Dr. Trousseau, surgeon in charge, put 
them on squill and digitalis, then a diet of 
potatoes, fresh meat, lard, and fruit. This 
was recommended for the crew on board, 
and no new cases developed, after treating 
with diuretics till the kidneys were acting well; 
they were then given iron and quinine and 
strychnine, allowing them all the fruit they 
desired. They improved rapidly, no more 
deaths, the balance discharged as cured and 
returned to duty. These cases all occurred 
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among the sailors, not one of the officers 
being affected. Dr. Trousseau believes the 
diet the cause, rice being the most objec- 
tionable. AsI said in my last, I believed the 
diet to be the cause, but I am more inclined 
to think it is the excessively strong and greasy 
canned and dried fish and meats of which 
they eat so largely that is the cause of the 
sickness, and not, as Gallerdo asserts, ‘‘ the 
out-come of infection derived from endemic 
centers,” but of spontaneous origin from a 
distinct cause. These cases were all acute 
and of the mixed form as classified by Da 
Silva Lima. There are seven other cases 
in the hospital, Chinese patients; but these 
partake more of the chronic form, and are 
men who have not been here sufficiently 
long to become accustomed to the food of 
the natives, which is chiefly poi, but still ad- 
here to the Chinese diet. Praeger, Hellman, 
and Plomb believe it to be a variety of scur- 
vy, while Anderson and Simmons believe it 
to be caused by malaria, from the fact that 
epidemics occur on shore among others than 
sailors. But is it not a fact that those on 
shore live upon almost the same character 
of greasy, salt food as those at sea? Sim- 
mons says, ‘that rice of the better quality 
is badly borne by those suffering from the 
disease while at the same time it is the chief 
food of those most liable to it.” ‘‘A change 
too from this to a coarser food, such as bar- 
ley and beans, is a measure of great impor- 
tance in the treatment of the disease. In 
what that difference consists, unless the lat- 
ter articles are more laxative than rice or 
contain more potash, I am unable to state.” 
This acknowledgment on the part of those 
who contend that the disease it is entirely 
malarial is yielding greatly to those who 
believe it is a variety of scurvy. 

I send you two photographs, illustrative 
of the two forms of leprosy, the anesthetic 
and tubercular in acute stages. No. 1 is of 
the anesthetic type, a woman fifty years of 
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age. Ectropion; loss of eyebrows; bronzed 
skin, resembling very much the cicatrix of 
a burn. There is also enlargement of the 
thyroid gland. But I consider this simply 
a coincidence. Anesthesia exists over the 
lines of the ulnar and radial nerves of the 
arms and over the lower extremities from 
the knees downward. Shé is married and 
has three children, ranging from twenty to 
thirty years of age, none of these showing 
indications of the approach of the disease. 
The first symptoms appeared about eight 
months ago, since which time the disease has 
progressed to its present condition; no pain 
experienced, no indication of syphilis, and 
patient says she has never had it. No. 2 rep- 
resents a girl twelve years of age, with the 
tubercular type. You may notice large tu- 
bercles on the cheeks and forehead, the lobes 
of the ears being slightly hypertrophied. 
These tubercles are entirely anesthetic to 
the extent of quite a deep incision, and to 
a slight extent in the extremities. This dif- 
fers from the anesthetic form only by the 
existence of tubercles, as anesthesia exists 
in both forms, but to a less extent in the tu- 
berculous. 

Her family, five in number, shows no signs 
of the disease. She denies association with 
aleper. (This should be taken “cum grano 
salis,” as they have no fear of contagion). 
Then the question arises, how did she con- 
tract the disease? Either by association or 
vaccination. She says she was vaccinated 
by a layman several years ago, and a very 
sore arm resulted. It was a custom at that 
time to allow any one to vaccinate who de- 
sired, and, too, with humanized lymph ; this, 
I am glad to say, is now interdicted, and a 
professional man with bovine virus are sub- 
stituted. This subject is of an age where great 
good would result from the use of nitrate of 
silver internally with particular care as to 
her diet; no salt allowed. And as tothe reg- 
ularity of her menses, this function has been 
established about one year, and if irregular 
or checked the disease makes rapid progress. 

Surgery is not greatly in demand here, 
still it is sometimes called for, and among the 
list of operations are five amputations of 
the forearm at the junction of middle and 
lower third, without a ligature or torsion be- 
ing used. These were all caused by the ex- 
plosion of a giant powder cartridge in the 
hand while fishing. The force of the ex- 
plosion, having torn off the arteries some 
distance above the wound in the soft tissues 
and the bone, and these by their elasticity 
were so greatly retracted that in order to 
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catch them it would have been necessary to 
amputate almost to the elbow. 

There were no secondary hemorrhages, 
and every thing went well to entire recovery. 
In one of these cases there were twenty-eight 
openings and counter-openings in the soft 
walls of the chest; the bones of the hand 
and wrist penetrated the skin and passed 
out, portions of the finger nails only being 
left, which were afterward removed. An- 
other case is an amputation of both arms at 
the shoulder. The subject was a Chinaman. 
One hand became fastened in the rollers of 
a sugar-mill; in endeavoring to extricate it 
the other became fastened, and both passed 
in quite to the shoulder before the mill 
could be stopped. Recovery was rapid and 
good. Force of circumstances compelled me 
to use silver wire as ligatures. They still re- 
main in the wound, and have produced no 
unpleasant symptoms. 

I quite agree with Dr. Engelman, in his 
work on ‘‘ Labor among Primitive Peoples, 
etc.,” as to obstetric position. Numerous 


opportunities afforded here by natives illus- 
trate the greater ease and comfort of the 
semi-recumbent position or kneeling, with 
head and shoulders thrown forward, thereby 
making the center of gravity in a line through 


the centers of the straits of the pelvis. It 
is with difficulty a native woman can be 
induced to occupy the prone position under 
these circumstances, and then, when the 
pains become severe, she assumes the up- 
right position, seemingly as a natural one. 
A peculiar trait among primitive peoples, es- 
pecially the Polynesians, is the habit of bit- 
ing off the umbilical cord; they will not al- 
low it to be cut if they can prevent it. 

In my next communication I will tell you 
something of opium smoking, awa drinking, 
etc., and of the methods pursued by the na- 
tive doctors, or kahunas, in fraying their 
victims to death. 

WAILUKU, SANDWICH ISLANDS. 








LISTERINE is now probably the most pop- 
ular of antiseptics, and is deemed not only 
of great value in surgery, gynecology, and 
the like, but internally in zymotic affections 
it is largely prescribed. 

LiTHIATED HypDRANGEA is claimed to be 
a sovereign remedy in various nephritic, 
vesical, and gouty troubles. 

Both these substances are prepared by 
the well-known manufacturing chemists, 
Lambert & Co., of St. Louis. 
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Miscellany. 


THe MeEpicaL PRorEssion. — President 
Eliot, of Harvard, at the annual dinner of 
the Massachusetts Medical Society, said: 
As I am not a physician, I am at liberty to 
say some things which need to be said, but 
which the modesty and reticence of the ed- 
ucated physician prevent him from uttering. 
From certain public discussions, which have 
attracted popular attention during the past 
five months, it would be easy for hasty or 
ignorant people to infer that the medical 
profession was thoughtless of the poor, in- 
different to their sufferings, and careless of 
their fate. Let me bear my testimony that 
the facts are all the other way. I believe 
that the medical profession in these days, in 
city and country alike, renders more direct 
personal service to the poor and friendless, 
for clear love of doing good and of learning 
to do more good, than all the other profes- 
sions put together. Who give daily services 
without recompense to sick and wounded 
poor people in thousands of hospitals and 
dispensaries all over the civilized world? 
Physicians and surgeons. The poorest and 
most friendless man in the city knows that 
if he meets with a serious accident or is at- 
tacked by a grave disease, he is sure of the 
prompt services of the most skillful surgeons 
or physicians in the community as soon as 
he is carried to a hospital. Who care ten- 
derly for friendless mothers, sick children, 
and deserted infants, patiently exerting their 
best skill to save life, mitigate suffering, and 
restore health? The physicians of lying-in 
hospitals, children’s hospitals, and infant 
asylums. Is it the lawyers who have learned 
at last how to bring up motherless babies 
successfully? No, sir, it.is the physician. 
Who established in Boston those admirable 
nurseries for the babies of the poor work- 
ing women? Young physicians, not long 
out of the medical school. To whom does 
society owe it that every insane pauper is 
more humanely and rationally treated to- 
day than the king’s daughter would have 
been, if insane, two centuries ago? Not im- 
mediately to the doctors of theology, or of 
law, but to the doctors of medicine. Who has 
delivered modern society in great measure 
from those horrible plagues and pestilences, 
like the black death, the smallpox, and the 
Asiatic cholera, which periodically desolated 
Europe but a few generations ago? The med- 
ical profession. This immense service has 
not been rendered solely for pecuniary re- 
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wards, or to the rich and great alone, but 
freely to the poor and humble, and chiefly 
to them. Indeed, gentlemen, if there are 
any portions of modern society which have 
especial reason to be grateful to the medical 
profession for services already rendered, 
and to promote the advancement of medical 
science and the improvement of medical 
education in the sure hope of still greater 
benefits to come, it is the poorer and less 
educated portions. They have more need 
of medical and surgical aid than the well- 
to-do, for their exposures are greater. It is 
for them to insist in their own interest, that 
what his excellency, the governor, has felici- 
tously described as “the decent and hu- 
mane provision of the statute” concerning 
anatomical science be made effective to the 
end in view. Let them not imagine that 
the educated physician whose whole life is 
given to the study and service of the hu- 
man body, and to the alleviation of human 
suffering, can be without reverence for that 
body or without sensibility to that suffering. 
Let them be assured that the improvement 
of the science and art of medicine is for 
the common interest of all conditions of 
men. Even in the present imperfect state 
of medical science and education, it is a 
rare family, rich or poor, prosperous or 
miserable, which has not owed the life of at 
least one ‘of its members to the skill and 
courage of some good physician. Even 
now hardly a man or a woman reaches the 
meridian of life without having owed relief 
from agony, or escape from untimely death 
to the medical art. From the achieved 
progress of the past hundred years, what 
may we not hope of the coming? It is for 
all classes of the community to further to 
their utmost the development of medical 
knowledge and skill. That way lies the path 
of mercy, statesmanship, and reverence for 
humanity. —- Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal. 


ADOLPH FiscHER as an instrument-maker 
stands at the head of his craft. His work- 
manship is of the highest order, and he does 
not disappoint his patrons either in the char- 
acter of his wares or in the time of furnish- 
ing them. 


THE PRESENT STATUS OF THE CoDE Con- 
TROVERSY.—The code controversy in New 
York has now reached the stage in which 
argument has ceased, and the strength of 
the respective parties is being carefully com- 
puted prior to the appeal to the ballot in the 
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New York County Society—the birth-place 
and stronghold of the New Code—on the 
29th proximo, and in the State Society next 
February. 

A poll of the 1,661 physicians whose 
names are in the New York City Medical 
Register, shows that 764 adhere tothe Nat- 
ional Code, 404 are advocates of the New 
Code, and 54 of no code. The remainder 
are uncommitted. In the New York Coun- 
ty Society, we are reliably informed, the 
advocates of the National Code are largely 
in the majority. 

The canvass of the State, which is still in 
progress, shows that there are 2,405 physi- 
cians who adhere to the National Code, 924 
to the New Code, and that there are 215 
who advocate having no code. 

These figures are extremely gratifying. 
They show that the profession of the State 
has been completely misrepresented in the 
State Society at its last two meetings, and 
they unerringly point to the speedy revoca- 
tion of the New Code.—Med. News. 


Jacos FLExNer, the manufacturing phar- 
macist, is a master in his vocation, and in 
its science and art he ranks with the best. 
His learning, skill, integrity, and enterprise 


make him the man to call upon when we 
are in need of the new and pure in physic. 


Wasp-Stincs.—This summer, two or three 
persons are said to have died from wasp- 
stings. A writer, signing himself ‘‘F.R.C. 
S.,” says the British Medical Journal, an- 
nounces in the Times that much alarm pre- 
vails just now as to the possibility of a fatal 
result proceeding from a wasp-sting; and 
he observes that death can only arise from 
such a cause when fear makes the subject 
of the sting faint away, in which case, if 
the heart be weak, recovery, as in all cases 
of fainting, may be impossible, It is not 
the wasp’s poison, we are informed, which 
kills, but the fainting which terror induces. 
Of course it is conceivable, though highly 
improbable, that a person stung by wasps 
might immediately fall, through fright, into 
fatal syncope; but this is certainly not by 
any means the only or the usual way in 
which the stings of those insects have been 
known to prove deadly. It is a common 
experience that the stings of wasps, though 
painful, seldom produce any serious, much 
less dangerous consequences. Yet the rec- 
ords of surgery show that they have proved 
fatal in a variety of ways. For example, 
wasp-stings have caused death by inducing 
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erysipelas of the head, in consequence of 
intense local irritation arising from a large 
number of stings; and even one sting has 
been known to kill by exciting fatal erysip- 
elas in a person of unhealthy constitution, 
and especially prone to that affection. Again, 
the sting of a single wasp may be dangerous 
or fatal because of the importance or posi- 
tion of the injured part. This has been 
shown in cases in which the eye, or the in- 
terior of the mouth or the pharynx has been 
stung. Many fatal wasp-stings of the inside 
of the throat have been recorded in instances 
in which a wasp has been accidentally swal- 
lowed when concealed in fruit. 


THE OLEATES are attracting much atten- 
tion, not only in skin diseases, but in other 
affections, by their curative power in local 
application. Mercury, arsenic, zinc, iron, 
and other medicinal metals are those used, 
as well as the alkaloids of quinia, morphia, 
strychnia, atropia, etc. Parke, Davis & 
Co.’s oleates may be relied on. 


THE CONSUMPTION OF HORSEFLESH IN 
France.—The following statistics with ref- 
erence to the consumption of horseflesh in 
Paris, from the British Medical Journal, are 
interesting. ‘The municipal statistics of the 
city of Paris show that in 1881 the Parisians 
consumed nine thousand three hundred 
horses, and four hundred asses or mules, 
which amounts to about two million kilo- 
grams of meat. The Aygiéne Pratique et 
Gazette Hebdomadaire des Sciences Médicales 
de Montpellier regards this form of food as a 
valuable resource, when it is considered 
that many French people scarcely ever 
touch meat, in consequence of the enormous 
disproportion between the production of 
cattle and the population of the country. 
The same journal observes that science has 
long demonstrated the excellent quality of 
the flesh of the horse. This animal is es- 
sentially herbivorous, and no noxious ele- 
ment is elaborated in its animal economy; 
while its organic resistance to disease is 
such, that, out of three thousand horses 
which were cut up, M. Pierre, a well-known 
veterinary surgeon, did not find one in 
which the viscera showed any traces of 
morbid lesions. Like veal and young beef, 
the flesh of a young horse is white, and its 
nutritious qualities are in direct relation 
with the age of the animal which furnishes 
it; but when the colt is three years old, its 
meat, already deep colored, is very nourish- 
ing. When the horse has attained full age, 
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its flesh contains, in a maximum quantity, 
all the nutritive principles which are neces- 
sary. Liebig and Moleschott have pointed 
out that horseflesh contains more creatine, 
that is to say, more albuminous matter, than 
ox-beef, which makes it largely nourishing. 
It has, in fact, been demonstrated that four 
kilograms of horseflesh are as nourishing as 
five kilograms of beef. The color is not 
displeasing, nor is the smell unpleasant; 
and its use in the treatment of diseases for 
which raw meat has been recommended 
does not present the inconveniences which 
are often met with in the raw flesh of beef 
or mutton; in fact, every day large numbers 
of oxen, cows, and sheep are killed which 
are known to be diseased, and of which it 
is feared to lose the sale. This can never 
be the case with regard to the horse, for 
most horses used for food are sent to the 
slaughter-house simply because they have 
become old or incapable of working, or 
because some accident has disabled them. 


FLuip Hyprastis is a favorite remedy in 
the treatment of gonorrhea, leucorrhea, and 
uterine hemorrhage. Recent cases of the 


first named disease are cured by it, it is 
claimed, in a week’s time, leaving no gleet 


or other discharge. The Wm. S. Merrell 
Chemical Company offer this preparation to 
the medical profession, and it is dispensed 
only on physicians’ prescriptions. 


UnusuaL Rapinity oF THE HEartT’s Ac- 
TION.—Dr. Latham related to Cambridge 
Medical Society, in July, the case of a 
lady, aged thirty-four, married, the subject 
of remarkable palpitation of the heart. The 
attacks would come on rathergsuddenly after 
fatigue or exhaustion, with pain over the 
precordia, and palpitation. During the at- 
tack the pulse could not be counted at the 
wrist; and the number of the heart beats, 
counted with the stethoscope, was about one 
hundred and ninety-six per minute. The 
paroxysm usually terminated suddenly, the 
pulse going down to about seventy-six; 
vomiting occasionally took place afterward. 
The attack would sometimes not last more 
than twenty-four hours. At first the treat- 
ment adopted had been tincture of digitalis, 
half a dram at a dose, and fifteen minims 
repeated in three hours. This was ineffect- 
ual. Bromide of potassium and valerian 
were useless. Finally, a sixth of a grain of 
morphia was injected hypodermically night 
and morning. She slept part of the night, 
and the palpitation ceased about five in the 
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morning. There was some vomiting after 
the morphia. Dr. Latham regarded the 
case as an illustration of the ganglionic sys- 
tem passing beyond the control of the cere- 
bro-spinal. He alluded to the physiology of 
the medulla, vagus, and ganglia of the heart. 


A MIstTaKE CorRRECTED.—-From the Louis- 
ville Medical Herald: 


KENTUCKY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE, } 

LOUISVILLE, Seft. 13, 1883. f 
Dr. DupLEyY S. REYNOLDs, Editor Medical Herald: 
DEAk Sir—In the September number of the 
Herald we notice the statement that one half of 
the faculty of the Kentucky School of Medicine are 
members of the faculty of another school. As 
this statement is not true, you will of course avail 

yourself of an early opportunity to correct it. 
Very respectfully yours, 
W. H. WATHEN, M.D., Dean. 


Of course, we intended no misrepresent- 
ation of fact, and regret the necessity of 
being now obliged to explain the objection- 
able statement. We did not think, however, 
the statement complained of by Dr. Wathen 
did any great injustice to the institution he 
represents; but as he wishes an explanation, 
we are of course obliged to give it, or take 
the consequences. And as we know how 
to make the explanation, and do not know 
what the consequences might be if we failed, 
we proceed to explain. 

In the first place, by reference to our ad- 
vertising pages it will be seen that Zurner 
Anderson, M.D., C. W. Kelly, M.D., Sam. 
E. Woody, M.D., and James M. Holloway, 
M.D., are all members of the Kentucky 
School of Medicine. It may likewise be ob- 
served that the faculty is composed of nine 
members. Now, on the letter-head repre- 
senting the faculty-organization of the Zouis- 
ville Medical College, it appears that all the 
gentlemen before named are members of the 
faculty of that institution. True enough, in 
the annual announcement issued by the Ken- 
tucky School and the Louisville School respect- 
ively, the name of Dr. Woody does not ap- 
pear in both, although the names of the other 
three are duly set forth. Our friend Wathen 
insists that Dr. Woody therefore does not 
belong to the faculty of the Louisville Medi- 
cal College. We have in our possession a let- 
ter, written by Dr. Woody, offering to take 
students at the Louisville Medical College at 
half the published rates; and on this letter- 
head is a list of the faculty of the Louisville 
Medical College in which Dr. Woody's name 
is included as a teacher of Medical Chemis- 
try and Microscopy. The letter was mailed 
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in Louisville on the 8th of August last to a 
student. It would appear, therefore, un- 
mistakable truth, that but four members out 
of the zne constituting the faculty of the 
Kentucky School of Medicine, hold chairs in 
the Louisville Medical College. Not being 
good at either chemical or microscopical 
analysis, we may fairly be excused for hav- 
ing omitted to mention just which particular 
man of the remaining five should have been 
divided to suit the exacting demands of the 
Dean. We must confess we made a grave 
error in the statement that one half of the 
Kentucky School faculty belongs to the Zouzs- 
ville Medical College, since it appears from 
undoubted documentary evidence that but 
JSour-ninths of the Kentucky faculty are so 
engaged. Shall we explain further? 


MAGNESIA IN BEER.—As a custom of 
adding magnesia to beer to preserve it is 
now becoming general, a word in time from 
the medical profession may avert what 
threatens to become a danger to health. 
Formerly, to preserve beer, only salts of 
lime and the alkalies were used; these im- 
parted harsh and soapy tastes respectively. 
(British Medical Journal.) As magnesian 
compounds are not so perceptible (when in 
beer) to the taste, their use in brewing is 
replacing that of lime. Pure beer itself con- 
tains more magnesia than can be taken with 
impunity by many constitutions. The addi- 
tion of further quantities under names known 
to the trade as ‘‘ antacid,” to correct beer, 
“C and D,” to preserve it, “concentrated 
Burton water” to harden brewing water, may 
easily increase the amount to an injurious 
quantity. Brewers do not inquire into the 
nature of the chemicals now largely used by 
them, and can not be aware of their effects. 
It is time they were reminded that the con- 
tinual drinking, in a popular dietetic, of sali- 
cylic acid, magnesia, vegetable bitters, etc., is 
a question which concerns the public health 
quite as much as their own profits. Drink- 
ing-waters containing excessive quantities of 
magnesia are frequently condemned; beer 
can disguise more, and should be closely 
watched. In obscure cases of purging, it 
will be well for the medical adviser to bear 
in mind the possible, but hitherto unsuspect- 
ed presence of excessive quantities of mag- 
nesia in beer. 


SUGAR AS AN ANTISEPTIC DREssING.—Dr. 
Fischer states that Prof. Liicke, of Strasburg 
(Centralblatt f. Chir., August 25th), has, 
since May last, been making trials of sugar 
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as a pulveriform antiseptic. He has used it 
with equal parts of naphthaline or with a 
fifth part of iodoform, inclosing it in gauze 
bags, which are fixed over the wound after 
the application of sutures. When the skin 
is defective, the sugar is strewed over the 
wounded surface. The wound has been 
disinfected during the operation by means 
of a one-per-cent sublimate solution. The 
dressing may remain on the part from a 
week to a fortnight, until the sugar becomes 
dissolved, the secretions from the wound 
diffusing themselves equally throughout the 
sugar. If, however, the sugar is applied too 
thickly (¢.e., more than half a centimeter) 
it forms into lumps. The wounds thrive 
under the sugar, the dressing emitting no 
bad smell nor exhibiting bacteria. The 
granulations are well developed, having no 
inclination to bleed, and cicatrization pro- 
ceeds rapidly. In wounds united by suture, 
primary union has always been obtained. 
The experience thus far gained justifies the 
recommendation of further trials of a reme- 
dy so easy to obtain.— Afed. Times and Gaz. 


An Inquest INcIDENT.—When the jury 
were about to be sworn on an inquest held. 
at the “Lord Clyde,” Wotton-road, Dept- 
ford, Mr. Carttar, the West Kent coroner, 
opened the book which was supplied by the 
landlord of the house for the purpose of 
administering the oath to the jurymen, and 
found it to be a copy of “ Tristram Shandy.” 
After some delay the New Testament was 
forthcoming.— /éid. 


PHYSICAL EFFECTS OF THE ISCHIA EARTH- 
QUAKE ON SurRvivors.—Prof. E. Fazio has 
been making notes in Ischia as to the impres- 
sions made upon the victims before and after 
the calamity. He has ascertained that in 
general those who were excavated alive 
were stupefied, their organic functions par- 
alyzed, their sight weakened or altogether 
suspended for some time; most had felt 
extreme thirst while under the masonry, but 
all asserted that they had never lost the 
hope of being saved.—/did. 


Damp Houses.—A correspondent asks: 
“If dampness is the sole cause of the un- 
healthiness of new houses, why are not tents 
unhealthy in wet weather? I have,” he 
adds, “seen a good deal of tent life, and 
always found it to agree with me.”—/did. 


THE RELATION OF THE TEETH TO THE 
Brain.—The recent discussion in the French 
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medical journals on the relation of the teeth 
to the brain and their conclusions are of 
importance to all brain-workers. Dr. Cham- 
pionniére recommends that parents and 
guardians should pay close attention to the 
condition of the teeth of those under their 
care, and should, when any signs of prema- 
ture decay are noticeable, give their charges 
a holiday.— /ézd. 


INTEMPERANCE AND CHOLERA. — Some 
valuable remarks have been made by Dr. 
Norman Kerr relative to cholera, particu- 
larly in reference to the mode in which in- 
dulgence in alcoholic drinks affects the mor- 
tality from the disease. (The British Medi- 
cal Journal.) Happily, just at the present 
moment there does not appear to be much 
reason to fear an epidemic of cholera in this 
country, as the news from Egypt seemed to 
suggest some time ago. Still, it is well to be 
prepared for its arrival if it should appear; 
and Dr. Kerr’s remarks are interesting, even 
if it should turn out that they have less 
practical importance than was recently ex- 
pected. As to the causes of the disease, 
perhaps some germ, whose characters are as 
yet not definitely defined, is at the bottom 
of the malady. In accordance with the 
general laws governing the propagation of 
epidemic diseases, this germ will be stimu- 
lated to acting, grow, and spread through 
the body by the assistance of filth, over- 
crowding, improper food, and particularly 
by over-indulgence in alcoholic drinks. Evi- 
dently none of these causes singly is suffi- 
cient to produce an epidemic of cholera, for 
all these causes are separately existent in 
many conditions where cholera does not arise. 
But, given the existence of the germ, say 
by importation in some infected ship, the 
presence of these conditions wonderfully as- 
sists its growth and spread. The special 
facts regarding the influence of alcohol in 
conducing the spread of cholera are strik- 
ing. First, many of the authorities offer the 
most unhesitating testimony to this effect. 
Sir Thomas Watson; M. Quetelet; the facts 
of the epidemic in Warsaw, where it was 
observed that ninety per cent of the deaths 
occurred among those who used alcohol 
freely; Professor Macintosh, in Edinburgh ; 
the Canadian medical men in 1832; M. 
Hubert, in Paris; and Dr. Adams, in Glas- 
gow—the testimony of all these and of others 
1s, with one voice, to the same effect. Dr. 
Adams actually went so far as to say that, if 
he had the power, he would have every 
dram-shop labeled ‘‘ Cholera sold here.” 
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Again, cholera has become much less deadly 
among the soldiers of the English army 
serving in India, as sanitation has been bet- 
ter attended to, and as temperance has in- 
creased among the men. Professor Lee, of 
New York, expresses an opinion to a like 
effect; so that we may take it there is no 
substantial doubt that alcoholism very 
strongly predisposes to a fatal issue in those 
attacked by cholera, and probably also that 
alcoholism renders persons more suscepti- 
ble to the incidence of the disease than they 
would otherwise be. 

But not only does alcohol drinking pre- 
dispose to the infection of cholera, and ren- 
der the patient less able to fight with the 
disease ; it is also, in Dr. Kerr’s opinion, 
one of the most dangerous agents that can 
be used for the cure of the disease. In the 
first stage it is very apt to cause a loss of 
valuable time by numbing the pain and 
leading to the conclusion that there is little 
wrong. In the second stage it prevents the 
elimination of the poison by congesting 
the vessels; and in the third stage it is par- 
ticularly dangerous by increasing the febrile 
reaction. There can be no doubt that, in 
the main, Dr. Kerr’s advice is sound; and 
that, if we are no longer to fear a disease 
which in the epidemics of 1831, 1848, 1854, 
1866, and 1873 carried off over one hun- 
dred thousand victims, our best course is to 
have abundance of fresh air, to foster habits 
of personal cleanliness, to eat wholesome 
food, and that not to excess, and to abstain 
from alcoholic drinks. 


THE HEARING OF SCHOOL-CHILDREN.—In 
an article on the results of an examination 
of the ears and the hearing of five thousand 
nine hundred and five school-children, in 
the Archives of Otology, vol. xi, No. 1, Dr. 
Weil makes some very sensible remarks. 
He considers, for instance, that every inat- 
tentive child should have its ears examined 
—so convinced is he of the fact that chil- 
dren who are simply hard of hearing are 
often misjudged and considered inattentive. 
Of course, it would be much better, he says 
rightly, if every school-child underwent such 
an examination once or twice every year. 
It is not necessary that such examination 
should be made by a medical man, since the 
teachers could do it, but of course not so 
well as the physician. It does not require 
much time ortrouble, certainly not more than 
one hour for each class. The test could be 
made in the school-room itself if there be 
no other room convenient. The teacher 
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could place the pupil in one corner of the 
room, then retire tothe other himself, and test 
each ear separately by whispering. He 
should cause the words and sentences used 
to be repeated by the pupil, and could thus 
easily find out which of them are hard of 
hearing. This would have the further ad- 
vantage of calling the attention of parents 
to the condition of their children, thus pre- 
venting injustice from being done to them, 
and making them profit by early treatment. 
The author believes that, in the great ma- 
jority of cases, the children whom he exam- 
ined could be much benefited by proper 
treatment, and many of them could be en- 
tirely relieved in a few minutes. Probably 
the great majority, he says, will never be 
submitted to proper treatment, or at least 
not till after some years, when the disease 
will have caused changes which can then be 
but little benefited. The author thinks that 
many of the children will be neglected by 
their parents, even after they become in- 
formed of their condition, simply on account 
of the cost of treatment; and he therefore 
recommends the appointment of a proper 
surgeon to be responsible for the health of 
schools, and whose duty it would be to ex- 
amine the ears of every child whom the 
teachers find inattentive, and, when neces- 
sary, to give the proper advice. 


ExTINcT ANIMALS ExHuMED.—The ///us- 
triste Zeitung reports that the fossil remains 
of several iguanodons have been found at 
Bernipart, in Belgium. The skeleton of one 
of these fossil monsters has been carefully 
put together, and removed to the natural 
history museum at Brussels, where a special 
case has been made for it, and placed in the 
courtyard, no convenient space being found 
inside. The same journal reports the discov- 
ery of the remains of animals of the bronze 
age, made during the extension of the forti- 
fications of Spandau. Among other things 
were the bones of a species of dog, the leg- 
bone of a gigantic horse, and the bones of 
a small species of pig, somewhat like the 
present Indian one. The remains have 
been examined by Professor Nehring, who 
also discovered the remains of a small-limbed 
goat and of a sheep. — Science. 


PauPERS’ SNUFF-—-AN ALTERNATIVE.— 
The medical officer reported at the last 
meeting of the South Dublin Union Guar- 
dians that he had directed that eight pounds 
of snuff should be served out to the inmates. 
A guardian thereupon observed that he was 
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glad of this, because the old women took 
ashes when they could not get snuff, and 
the old men ground up stones and mixed 
them with clay for the same purpose, both 
of which injured their health.—J/ed. Times 
and Gazette. 


TINNED Provisions.—It is stated that ten 
thousand rabbits were sent to England in 
one year by the New Zealand Meat Preserv- 
ing Company. But, as the wholesale poi- 
soning of rabbits by phosphorus is being 
carried on in Australia, the question has 
arisen, “ Are canned Australian rabbits a 
safe food?” 


EXTIRPATION OF THE LARYNX.-This pain- 
ful and protracted operation was lately per- 
formed in Glasgow, Scotland, by Dr. New- 
man, and perfect relief was obtained in the 
usual way. The patient, aged fifty-five, was 
suffering from a tumor of the larynx, in- 
volving chiefly the epiglottis. The operation 
lasted two hours. Death resulted about 
thirty-six hours subsequently. 


Tue last rival of quinine is kairine. Its 


chemical name is given by Dr. Fisher, its 
discoverer, thus, hydrochloride of oxyethyl- 


quinolinehydrid. Drs. Girat, Filehne, and 
Riegel have investigated its action, but have 
not reached uniform results. Most claim 
for it the general anti-febrifuge properties of 
quinine.— Detroit Lancet. 


In the Medical News Dr. John L. Atlee 
reports a case in which he mistook an hy- 
pertrophied right lobe of the liver for a 
fibroid tumor of the ovary. The diagnosis 
was made out by the operation, the woman 
sewed up and put to bed. —/éid. 


Dr. Rusu said no physician should be 
allowed to practice who had not first served 
six months in the kitchen, of such moment 
did he regard a knowledge of the art of 
cooking.—/did. 








ARMY MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


OrFIciAL List of Changes of Stations and Du- 
ties of Officers of the Medical Department, U. S. 
A., from September 29, 1883, to October 6, 1883. 

Tilton, H. R., Major and Surgeon, assigned to 
duty as Post Surgeon at Fort Wayne, Michigan. 
(Par. 4, S.O. 183, Dept. of the East, September 28, 
1883.) Brechemin, Louis, Captain and Assistant 
Surgeon, relieved from duty at Fort Columbus, 
N. Y. H., and assigned to duty at Fort Wadsworth, 
N.Y. (Par. 5, S.O. 183, Dept. of the East, Sep- 
tember 28, 1883.) 
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KENTUOKY STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


At its late meeting in this city the resig- 
nation of Dr. Speed, who has been Secre- 
tary of the Board for several years, was ac- 
cepted, and Dr. McCormack, of Bowling 


Green, was elected in his stead. Dr. Speed’s 
work is known to the profession. He has 
been conscientious and faithful in the dis- 
charge of his duties, and has gained there- 
by many friends and much praise at home 
and abroad. 

The election of Dr. McCormack will meet 
with the hearty approval of the profession 
throughout the State. Indeed, a better selec- 
tion could not have been made. He is in 
the prime of life physically and mentally, 
quick and vigorous, ambitious, enthusiastic, 
scholarly, learned in hygiene, a close ob- 
server and a sound reasoner, popular in 
manners, fluent in speech, and a ready wri- 
ter. During his prolonged service as a 
member of the Health Board he has proved 
himself one of its best workers, and the 
experience therein gained will greatly add 
to his usefulness as secretary. We congrat- 
ulate the board and the commonwealth 
upon securing the services of so excellent 
an officer. 

The annual report of the board, lately 
issued, is vastly superior to any of its pre- 
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decessors, and contains a large mass of use- 
ful information, which must do great good 
to the people when they have come into 
possession of it. This report should be 
widely circulated, and the secular and other 
papers throughout the State should call the 
attention of their readers to it. Our legis- 
lators can not better spend their leisure 
hours than in mastering its contents, that 
they may thereby be enabled to legislate the 
more wisely on health matters during their 
coming session. The board should be given 
more power—more money. No branch of 
the State government is of greater impor- 
tance than that which the members of the 
Health Board direct. Health is the founda- 
tion of success in nations and in communi- 


.ties. As peoples improve in health they 


advance in civilization and morality. Crime 
is in large measure of pathological origin, 
and sin chiefly comes from sickness. The 
skilled physician is the most useful of evan- 
gelists, the most beneficent of citizens. 
Homer estimated him as equal in value to 
He says, 

“The great physician, skilled our maladies to heal, 

Is worth ten thousand to the commonweal.” 


Three vacancies in the State Board of 
Health will occur during the coming year, 
and it is confidently hoped that our excellent 
governor will choose good men to fill these 
important places. The custom has been to 
appoint friends, relatives, or political allies. 
Governor Knott is expected to depart from 
this custom. Neither politics nor religion, 
consanguinity nor friendship, should influ- 
ence the selection of health officers. 





SIR WILLIAM MAO OCORMAO. 


Sir William MacCormac spent last week 
with friends in this city. On Friday he vis- 
ited the University of Louisville, and de- 
lighted the medical students by performing, 
in the highest style of surgical art, two op- 
erations, and delivering a concise lecture on 
epispadias and harelip, the two deformities 
upon which he exercised his skill. 
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This distinguished Londoner has visited 
the great cities of the West, and will so- 
journ briefly in Washington, Baltimore, 
Boston, Philadelphia, and New York. He 
expresses himself delighted with his Amer- 
ican experiences. 

He has not observed those evidences of 
physical degeneracy which some foreign 
travelers claim to be impressed with, and 
says the people he has encountered in this 
country are, for all the world, just like those 
he meets every day at home. 

The hobby-riders, the specialists and prej- 
udiced provincials who come to this country 
are apt to imagine marvelous and manifold 
degenerations in the American descendants 
of foreign forefathers; but the square-brained 
man who has been in many lands, and who 
is not afflicted with an innate or acquired 
intellectual squint—and such a man is Sir 
William MacCormac—sees that in similar 
classes the people of the different civilized 
lands are very similar. The resemblance is 
greatest between the Queen’s British sub- 


jects and the President’s people because ° 


these nations are of the same origin—a won- 
drous commingling of many good bloods. 

The London cockney, the Paris boulevar- 
diére, and the beer and pretzel philosophers 
of Berlin and Vienna imagine the average 
American an inferior biped, badly dressed, 
with narrow jaws, defective or false teeth, 
nasal twang, hatchet face, sallow skin—a 
bundle of diseased nerves and chronic dys- 
pepsia. But these static foreign donkeys 
who have only browsed in very narrow pas- 
tures, if they have eyes to see would find 
us a very different folk were they to make 
personal observations in America. 

It has not pleased the good God yet to 
create a people perfect in health or comeli- 
ness, but the white man every where is more 
or less rapidly, in these two respects, ad- 
vancing, ascending, augmenting; and no- 
where is this development more rapid than 
it is in America. We are not without our 
faults, physical and mental and moral, but 
we are curing of these; and if only the peo- 
ples who are sinless in these things shall 
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cast the first stones of criticism at us, we 
have indeed very little to fear. 

In conclusion it may be said, and without 
just ground for the charge of vanity or flat- 
tery, after the manner of Bishop Butler in 
commending the strawberry: Doubtless God 
could have made a better nation than the 
British, but doubtless God never did. And 
Americans are chips of the old block. 
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Correspondence. 


KENTUOKY SANITARY OOUNOIL. 


Editors Louisville Medical News: 

The State Sanitary Council held its regu- 
lar semi-annual session at Glasgow, Tues- 
day, October 2d. In the absence of the pres- 
ident, Dr. J. A. Dixon, Dr. R. H. Grinstead 
presided. Dr. J. N. McCormack, Secretary 
of the State Board of Health, was elected 
permanent secretary. Prof. Elrod delivered 
an address of welcome, which was respond- 
ed to by Dr. J. W. Holland. 

Dr. Grinstead, Health Officer of Glasgow, 
read the first paper, on the Adulteration of 
Medicines, and dwelt specially on the best 
methods of preventing such adulterations. 
Dr. J. S. Leach, of Glasgow, presented a 
paper on The Restriction of Smallpox. Both 
of these papers elicited interesting discus- 
sion, the speakers being limited to five min- 
utes. 

Dr. Holland, of Louisville, read an elab- 
orate paper on The Causes and Prevention 
of Cholera Epidemics, citing the history of 
that disease as it occurred in the towns and 
cities of this State in 1873 in support of the 
commonly accepted view that cholera is a 
miasmatic contagious disease, and is to be 
combated by cleanliness, isolation, and the 
thorough disinfection of the alvine dis- 
charges and every thing with which they 
come in contact. The discussion of this 
paper closed the afternoon session. 

A large and attentive audience was in at- 
tendance at the evening session. 

Dr. R. M. Alexander, of Burksville, read 
a carefully prepared paper on The Reasons 
for Sanitary Legislatation, and was followed 
by Dr. Pinckney Thompson, of Henderson, 
with an excellent and thoroughly practical 
paper on Domestic Hygiene. Dr. Holland 
read a paper by Prof. L. Eddy, of Danville, 
on The Reciprocal Relations of the People 
and the State Board of Health. Dr. Mc- 
Cormack presented A Plea for the Teaching 
of Hygiene in the Schools. Prof. A. W. 
Mell, of Glasgow, made an address on 
School Hygiene; and the Council adjourned 
to meet in Bardstown on the first Tuesday 
in April, 1884. 

The Sanitary Council is a voluntary as- 
sociation of a purely advisory and educa- 
tional character, and all persons in the State 
interested in public health are invited to at- 
tend and take part in its meetings. This is 
the second meeting, the initial one having 
been held in Louisville last March, and its 
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originators are very hopeful for its future. 
The first meeting was called and held under 
the auspices of the State Board, but the in- 
tention is to make it entirely independent 
of that organization. The experience at 
Glasgow and the number of papers present- 
ed indicated that the work of the Council 
can not be done in less than two days, and 
the programme for Bardstown will be ar- 
ranged for that period. 





BERLIN LETTER. 


Editors Louisville Medical News: 

I have been here in Berlin a few days, 
and have seen a good deal of interest for 
our profession. The University stands very 
high in reputation, has talented, distin- 
guished professors and perhaps the finest 
‘* policlinics ” (Poliklinik in German) in the 
world; buildings all new, only finished last 
year. The faculty is composed of such 
men as Virchow, DuBois, Reymond, Schroe- 
der, Schweigger, Bardeleben, Frerichs, von 
Bergmann, etc., men well known in the 
United States. 

They have lost a good deal in Langen- 
beck, who retired last May on account of 


his advanced age, but found a good substi- 


tute in von Bergmann. I visited his poli- 
clinic yesterday, was very well received, and 
invited to see his patients, which he exam- 
ined and operated upon in the presence of 
a few students. The waiting rooms were 
divided for men and women, well ventilated, 
and disinfectants used every where; they 
now prefer corrosive sublimate (1 : 1000) and 
very little carbolic acid. I saw no sponges, 
but salicylated cotton dipped in this solution 
before using; all instruments lay in it before 
using, and all wounds were dressed with it, 
and then covered with starch bandages dip- 
ped in the same solution before application, 
to protect the wound against the air. Every 
day, or other day, this dressing is repeated, 
according to the severity of the wound, 
which is thoroughly cleansed beforehand. 
Cleanliness and the antiseptic method seem to be 
the whole soul of practice. He will not open 
an abscess without washing the surface be- 
forehand, and introduces a rubber tube or 
canula for drainage. The incisions are 
made free and deep to admit very free 
discharge of pus, the wound cleansed with 
corrosive sublimate and then closed with a 
starch bandage, with only the opening of 
the tube for drainage. 

For fractures of the forearm he applies a 
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plaster-of-Paris or starch bandage with the 
arm in supination, an inner wooden splint 
with a piece on the palmar end, which the 
hand grasps and is so bandaged; the band- 
age is carried above the elbow joint. For 
all fractures of the leg and contractions of 
the knee joint plaster or starch bandages are 
used and carried up pretty high. For con- 
tusions of the knee joint, synovitis, the rub- 
ber bandage is the favorite method, followed 
by massage (Knetkur in German) as soon 
as practicable. The same is practiced for 
contusions of other joints and some affec- 
tions of the muscles. 

Every patient’s name is entered in a 
journal, and he receives a card for re-admit- 
tance. During two hours attendance I 
saw more than thirty patients with surgical 
diseases, all were examined, dressed and 
operated upon as the case required. The 
cases were all interesting and instructive. 
Among others we had two cases of goitre, 
which were treated with injections of iodine 
(officinal tincture); a good many ulcers, which 
were covered with adhesive strips, followed 
by starch bandages. Iodoform is the favorite 
application for phagedena. 

In the afternoon I visited Prof. Schweig- 
ger’s eye clinic, and found it divided in two 
departments, diseases external and internal. 
For diseases of the lids, conjunctiva, and cor- 
nea, they have about the same treatment as 
with us. For eye-water, vaprum sulphuricum 
and zincum sulph. are preferred; for oint 
ments, iodoform and hydrargyrum oxydatum 
with vaseline and coca. Three small rooms 
are prepared for examination with the oph- 
thalmoscope, and up-stairs is a fine operating 
room with amphitheater and hospital at- 
tached. They had only two minor opera- 
tors this P.M., one ordinary iridectomy, the 
other for strabismus; the latter was interest- 
ing, as it differed a little from the ordinary 
one. It was necessary to divide the exter- 
nal rectus muscle. He laid open first the in- 
ternal rectus and retracted it, then dissected 
the external rectus from the mucus mem- 
brane, caught it with a hook, introduced be- 
low it two needles threaded with carbolized 
catgut, tied the muscle, divided it and then 
united the tendons in such a way that by 
moving the threads he could modify a pos- 
sible remaining defect. The dressing was 
dry salicylated cotton and a bandage which 
was to be renewed twice daily. 

To-morrow I am invited by Professor 
Schroeder to visit his lying-in hospital and 
gynecologic institute. I shall write again 
next week. E. von Quast, M.D. 
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Selections. 


VENEREAL AND SEXUAL HyPocHONDRIA- 
sis.—Extract from a paper read at the late 
British Medical Association meeting, by 
Mr. Fred. W. Lowndes, M.R.C.S: In con- 
clusion, there is a still more delicate matter, 
one which I approach with much hesitation, 
but which, as it often comes to our notice, 
had better be boldly met.- I allude to the 
circumstance that some of these sexual hy- 
pochondriacs, being anxious to set at rest 
their doubts as to sexual disability, propose 
resorting to illicit sexual intercourse, and 
endeavor to obtain our sanction to such a 
proceeding. There can only be one proper 
answer to such a question; and I should 
not have alluded to this, had I not known 
for certain that-some of our brethren have 
been unwise enough to sanction, and even 
recommend such a proceeding. Now I do 
not see that special practice in venereal dis- 
eases requires a lower standard of moral 
rectitude or professional honor; and to such 
of our patients as are open to such an argu- 
ment, we may quote the excellent words of 
Sir James Paget, who, in a lecture on this 
very subject, says: ‘‘ Many of your patients 
will ask you about sexual intercourse, and 
some will expect you to prescribe fornica- 
tion. I would just as soon prescribe theft, 
or lying, or any thing else that God has for- 
bidden. If men will practice fornication 
or uncleanness, it must be of their own 
choice, and on their own responsibility. 
We are not to advise that which is morally 
wrong, even if we have some reason to 
think a patient’s health would be better for 
the wrong doing. But, in the cases before 
us—and I can imagine none in which I 
should think differently—there is not ground 
enough for so much as raising a question 
about wrong doing. Chastity does no harm 
to mind or body; discipline is excellent; 
marriage can be safely waited for; and, 
among the many nervous and hypochondri- 
acal patients who have talked to me about 
fornication, I have never heard one say that 
he was better or happier for it ; several have 
said they were worse, and many I know 
have been made worse.” But, it may be 
urged, to many of our patients such a line 
of argument would be little short of a mock- 
ery. This is unhappily too true; but I 
think that, without descending a step from 
the same moral altitude, we have other co- 
gent arguments. We might urge on our 
patient that it would hardly be “janak” (to 


237 


use a Lancashire phrase) to recommend a 
course which might bring our patient back 
to us suffering from something infinitely 
worse than sexual disability, even assuming 
the latter to be real, and not fanciful. We 
might also urge that, to sanction such pro- 
ceeding might involve many awkward ques- 
tions, not the least of which would be as to 
how often the prescription was to be repeat- 
ed. I forbear to say more, and would only 
add, as a last word, that we are not justified 
in saying in the quiet of our consulting- 
rooms what we should not venture to say 
before an assembly of our professional 
brethren. 


CHANCRE.—Dr. Armand Bernard, in the 
British Medical Journal, thus concludes a 
paper: In the male, in my experience, it is 
best marked when the sore is situated on 
the inner surface of the prepuce and fur- 
row, where, owing to the conformation of 
the parts, it feels like a piece of cartilage 
when taken hold of by the fingers. When 
it occurs on the glans, it feels tough, scarcely 
amounting to hardness, more to a thick- 
ening of the part. At the free border of 
the prepuce induration is nearly always 
well marked, though not possessing the 
elastic feel met with on the inner suface of 
the foreskin. Absence of induration is a 
frequent characteristic of a syphilitic lesion 
situated on the sheath or body of the penis. 
When induration is present, it then feels 
like parchment. In the female, it is best 
marked on the nymphe. When found on 
the labium majus, it feels very like that in a 
similar affection on the glans penis. Indu- 
ration is not always well marked in the 
fourchette. To generalize, this accompani- 
ment of a syphilitic lesion is always best 
marked when it involves a mucous mem- 
brane, the reasons for which are obvious. 


Wuat INFLUENCE HAs AGE UPON Mor- 
BIDITY ?—The answer to this query, as given 
by different physicians, differs very widely. 
Its importance all admit. But in the pres- 
ent state of our knowledge, all answers 
must, in the nature of the case, be at best 
approximate. Our present object is to di- 
rect attention to some recent exact observa- 
tions made by the medical department of 
the U. S. Navy, and published in its last 
annual report. 

During 1881, nine thousand five hundred 
and forty-six persons were sick. Dividing 
these into decennial groups, according to 
their ages, we have the following: Between 
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the ages of fifteen and twenty-five, four 
thousand one hundred and ninety-one men ; 
between twenty-five and thirty-five, three 
thousand three hundred and eighty - five 
men; between thirty-five and forty-five, one 
thousand three hundred and ninety-eight 
men; between forty-five and fifty-five, four 
hundred and forty-six men; above fifty-five, 
one hundred and twenty-six men. ‘The 
highest death-rate is found in the fourth de- 
cennium, and then, in order of frequency, 
the third, second, and first. The sick and 
invaliding rate of the zymotic class gradu- 
ally decreased from the first to the last de- 
cennium, with the exception of the fourth, 
where a marked increase occurred, due to 
the increasing prevalence of malarial cases 
with increasing age. 

In the constitutional groups of disease 
there is a very large increase in the sick and 
invaliding rates from the first to the fifth de- 
cenniums. Syphilitic diseases decreased in 
frequency with age. Nervous affections in- 
creased with age. 

The second, fourth, and fifth decenniums 

.contain most diseases of the eye, while dis- 

eases of the ear decreased gradually from 
the first to the last decenniums. Diseases 
of the circulating system decreased in fre- 
quency through the first and second decen- 
niums, and then increased largely to the 
last. Diseases of the respiratory organs 
gave pretty nearly the same ratios up to the 
fifth decennium, in which there was a large 
increase, due to chronic catarrhal and bron- 
chial troubles. Diseases of the digestive 
organs were largely represented in the first 
decennium, gradually decreasing in the sec- 
ond and third, and again rising higher in 
the fourth decennium. Diseases of the ab- 
sorbent system were notably frequent be- 
tween fifteen and twenty years and gradu- 
ally decreased with age. Poisons, including 
alcoholic excesses, increased with age.—De- 
troit Lancet. 


Tue Diet or Docs.—The last meeting of 
the Academy of Sciences, of Paris, was 
taken up with the quantity and quality of 
food suited for dogs in a state of domes- 
ticity. (Lancet.) In a paper giving the re- 
sult of his experiments, the author has come 
to the conclusion that an ordinary adult dog 
can digest a quantity of meat varying in 
weight from one tenth to one sixteenth of 
the weight of the body. Under the influ- 
ence of cold, the weight of the ration ab- 
sorbed was increased and under warmth it 
was diminished. Cold infusion of coffee 
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administered to a dog increased its appetite; 
it ate a quantity of meat equal to one eighth 
of the weight of its body. But when the 
meat was mixed with bread, starch, and 
other farinaceous substances, the weight of 
the ration absorbed was notably diminished; 
the animal got thin, sometimes phthisis su- 
pervened, and death followed. The author 
concluded with the remark that a diet, 
whatever be its nature, can not be suddenly 
changed without. producing disorder in the 
economy. A diet exclusively carnivorous, 
though better suited to the constitution of 
the dog in a state of liberty, would be pre- 
judical to the animal in a state of domes- 
ticity. A mixed diet is therefore clearly 
indicated in the latter condition. 


CARBOLIZED SAWDUST AS AN ANTISEPTIC 
Dressinc.—Mr. H. P. Symonds, surgeon to 
the Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford, writes, in the 
Lancet: One of the drawbacks of the usual 
antiseptic dressing is the rapidity with which 
the discharges come through on the first day 
or two after operation, often necessitating 
the redressing of the case within a few hours. 
To prevent this, and yet not to interfere 
with the aseptic condition of the wound, is 
a distinct advantage both to the patient and 
the surgeon. The material I have used re- 
cently in a considerable number of cases is 
coarse sawdust, soaked in (one in ten) solu- 
tion of absolute phenol and spirit of wine, 
then allow to dry slightly so that the spirit 
may evaporate, leaving the sawdust charged 
with carbolic acid. When used it is in- 
closed in a bag made of several layers of 
gauze, and applied outside the deep dress- 
ing, the usual external dressing being put 
over it. The sawdust thus takes the place 
of the padding of loose gauze which is gen- 
erally used. Its absorbent power is very 
great, and it has the additional advantage of 
keeping up an equable pressure on the di- 
vided tissues. I find that fourteen ounces 
of sawdust will readily absorb about one 
pint of fluid. 


An Extra- UTERINE Fetus RETAINED 
Firty-stx YEARS.—On September 11th, Z’ 
Union Médicale contained an interesting ac- 
count of an extraordinary case, in which a 
fetus at full term had sojourned fifty-six 
years in the neighborhood of the mother’s 
womb without having undergone any change 
whatever, and without having caused any 
distress to the mother beyond that resulting 
from its size and weight. (The Lancet.) The 
mother died at the age of eighty-four, and 
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the perfect infant was discovered in a cyst, 
whose wall was petrified, about the right 
fallopian tube. 


PRIMARY CONSIDERATION OF ORTHOPEDIC 
Cases.—At a late meeting of the Academy 
of Medicine in Ireland, Mr. Swan read a 
paper (Lancet) on primary consideration of 
orthopedic cases. He explained certain allu- 
sions to affections not strictly to be termed 
orthopedic by stating that they very fre- 
quently were seen by surgeons practicing 
that branch of surgery. From a prolonged 
observation of a limited number of examples 
made by himself, and from the results ob- 
tained from the records of Dr. H. Cuthbert- 
son and Dr. Virgil Gibney, of New York, 
he arrived at the following conclusions: (1) 
That the advantages of excision or evite- 
ment in tarsal caries do not appear to be so 
obvious as to warrant their frequent ap- 
plication; (2) that, as there is no evidence 
of amyloid degeneration of viscera in long- 
continued suppuration of the tarsal joints, 
conservatism in its widest signification may 
be specially applied to disease of this struct- 
ure; (3) that an anchylosis of the tarsal ar- 
ticulations, a result of the generation of plas- 
tic material during the course of the disease, 
will occur, but that this process, though di- 
minishing the mobility of the foot, will leave 
it fairly useful. In referring to angular 
curvature of the spine, the impossibility of 
predicting the amount of deformity was 
maintained. The supervention of paraplegia, 
on the other hand, might be confidently 
anticipated to occur only in caries of the 
cervical or upper dorsal vertebra. So far 
as the paralysis was concerned, the prog- 
nosis might be stated to be usually favora- 
ble. The probability of the development of 
abscess was shown to be chiefly the results 
of motion, and not necessarily the sequence 
of extensive gibbosity, or even extensive 
implication of tissue. Scoliosis was stated 
to be, except in an early stage, an incurable 
affection. In equinovarus section of all re- 
sisting structures was insisted on, and re- 
lapses were said to be often due to.a neg- 
lect of this rule. Mere congenital distor- 
tions of the feet were divided into, (1) those 
the result of nervous lesions; (2) those de- 
pending on ligamentous relaxations; (3) 
neuro-mimetic affections; and (4) those of 
traumatic origin. In the treatment of de- 
formities of the lower limbs depending 
on essential paralysis as usually adopted, 
whether by counter-irritation, localized gal- 
vanism of Duchenne, massage, or the Swed- 
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ish movement cure, the writer did not put 
much faith, but held a strong opinion on 
the utility of the direction of volition to the 
limb, while by proper means maintaining 
symmetry, holding that the development of 
the use of the unaffected muscles even re- 
motely attached to the member established 
a compensating power, and believing that in 
many cases some of the fibrillz of muscles, 
the bulk of which were paralyzed, retained 
contractile power. Mr. Wheeler was of the 
opinion that Mr. Swan was not sufficiently 
explicit in his paper with reference to the 
disease of bones of the foot, and the excis- 
ion of bones, etc. A tolerably accurate di- 
agnosis of the extent of the disease could 
be formed by observing where the disease 
commenced. There were four distinct 
synovial sacs in the foot. Hence it would 
be easily understood that the extent of the 
disease would be greatly influenced by its 
starting-point. Complete excision of the os 
calcis was not a common operation. The 
results in two cases we had were most sat- 
isfactory; a third, however, was not quite 
so successful. He deprecated the use of 
the gouge as a dangerous and unscientific 
practice, especially in disease of the ankle- 
joint. The president remarked that the 
partial removal of carious bone was exceed- 
ingly unsatisfactory. Although Mr. Wheeler 
had condemned gouging, his experience of 
it had been attended with marked success. 


BROMIDE OF POTASSIUM IN DIABETES MEL- 
Litus.—The influence of the scepter which 
the so-called ‘‘diabetic center” has so long 
swayed over the domain of diabetic pathol- 
ogy is, perhaps, destined ere long to be felt 
less acutely, or even not at all. (Lancet.) 
It is certain, at all events, that the majority 
of pathologists are by no means satisfied 
with the opinion that diabetes is essentially 
due to a lesion of the parts of the central 
nervous system about the medulla oblon- 
gata. In 1866 Begbie, probably influenced 
by the prevailing views of the nervous ori- 
gin of diabetes, suggested the employment 
of bromide of potassium in that disease. 
He obtained satisfactory results in four 
cases. Since that time many physicians 
have employed the drug with varying suc- 
cess. Last year M. Felizet presented, in 
August, to the Académie de Médecine a 
work entitled ‘‘The Cure of Diabetes Mel- 
litus and Glycosuria by Bromide of Potas- 
sium’’; and now we have before us the re- 
port of the commission appointed to inquire 
into that paper. From a therapeutical point 
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of view, the numerous theories of diabetes 
may be divided into three classes, according 
to the report. The alimentary, hepatic, 
and nervous theories are the names adopted. 
Each of these hypotheses has had its own 
therapeutics. M. Felizet believes that he 
can cure diabetes with bromide of potas- 
sium. His belief is based on the results of 
clinical and experimental researches. Gly- 
cosuria induced by puncturing the floor of 
the fourth ventricle of rabbits ceased sooner 
under the administration of bromide than 
when left alone. 


SULPHUR FUMIGATION IN CHOLERA Dis- 
Tricts.—Dr. John E. Tuson, of Calcutta, 
writes to the Lancet: Since 1872 I have 
steadily advocated this method of disinfec- 
tion in India by means of sulphurous acid. 
At Bombay, during the last epidemic there, 
it was adopted, and the disease ceased almost 
immediately after the fires were kindled, 
with such immunity from it as had not been 
known for five years. In 1882, when chol- 


era was very virulent at Dumdum, and in 
all the villages near the cantonments, till at 
last it appeared in the Sudder Bazaar, sul- 
phur fires were adopted extensively. The 
disease ceased in a most marvelous manner, 


and not a single case occurred in the Border 
Regiment stationed there. Sulphur fires 
should be kept burning through the streets 
for several days, at distances of twenty or 
thirty yards, where cholera is virulent. 
Every house where cholera has occurred 
should be evacuated and thoroughly disin- 
fected with sulphurous acid, and the floors 
and walls disinfected with carbolic acid or 
phenyle. Furniture should be taken out or 
covered, as the fumes might fade the colors. 
A very easy means of disinfection of houses 
can be effected by the inhabitants evacuat- 
ing them temporarily, and burning sulphur 
for a few hours, or in different rooms alter- 
nately. Street fumigation is not sufficient, 
but it can be pushed still further by burn- 
ing sulphur in all infected houses, streets, 
or gullies. Liquid sulphurous acid might 
be sprinkled on walls and floors. The 
measure has been entirely effectual in India. 


DIAGNOSTIC VALUE OF UTERINE HEmor- 
RHAGE AFTER THE MENopAUSE.—Dr. T. 
Gaillard Thomas states, as an axiom in 
gynecology, that if a woman who has nor- 
mally ceased to menstruate begins to have 
uterine hemorrhage, always suspect carci- 
noma. Not infrequently you will see in the 
medical journals the reports of cases where 
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women who have passed the change of life 
have begun to menstruate regularly again ; 
but such accounts are altogether deceptive, 
and, if these cases should be followed out, 
it would be found, with scarcely a gingle 
exception, that the uterine flow was merely 
the indication of the presence of malignant 
disease. In other words, there is absolutely 
no such thing as a return of the menses 
when a woman has once reached the normal 
menopause. Not long since a patient of 
mine in the Woman’s Hospital, who is sixty 
years of age, began to have a flowing from 
the uterus, and, as there was no indication 
of any external disease, I applied the curette 
to the endometrium and drew out some 
pulpy masses, which I sent to a well-known 
microscopist for examination. The report 
he gave was that the growth was not malig- 
nant in any respect, but simply a form of 
polypus. 1am perfectly sure, however, that 
the microscopist is wrong, and for this rea- 
son: in the uterus of a woman of sixty polypi 
never develop. The organ at that age is com- 
pletely atrophied. Sometimes in women 
who have passed the menopause you will 
find uterine tumors which have all the ap- 
pearance of fibroids. They are not by any 
means fibroids, however, but sarcomata. 


AMERICAN Smuts.—Prof. Farlow, in some 
notes on Ustilaginez, gives the first ac- 
count of American Entylomata, his list in- 
cluding eight species, one only of which ap- 
pears under another genus in earlier lists. 
Four of these are, for the present, described 
as new, though two may prove to be identi- 
cal with species growing on the same host 
genera in other countries. One is doubt- 
fully considered to be a form of a European 
species; the balance occur also in the old 
world. Two American species of Cornu’s 
new genus Doassansia—D. Farlowii Cornu 
and D. epilobii Farlow—are recorded; the 
former in the ovaries of Potamogeton, the 
latter in leaves of Epilobium.— Science. 


M. G. Meyers, of Paris, is stated to have 
invented an incombustible paper, which in 
addition to its power of resistance to ex- 
treme heat has the merit of preserving its 
normal appearance under the action of fire. 
The utility of such a material is obvious. 
Among other purposes to which it may ad- 
vantageously be applied, is the construction 
of non-inflammable theatrical scenery, the 
combustible nature of which, as at present 
in use, has contributed so largely to disasters 
from fire in places of scenic entertainment. 





